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LOCAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE, CITY OF JOONDALUP 
REGION 
Grievance 

MR BAKER (Joondalup) [9.45 am]:  My grievance is directed to the Minister for Police and for Emergency 
Services and concerns the need to establish a local emergency management advisory committee - LEMAC - in 
the City of Joondalup region.  When that committee is established, there will be a need also to fast track the 
preparation of a local emergency management plan. 

I believe the new City of Wanneroo has already formed a local management committee and is in the process of 
drafting its own emergency management plan.  I understand the new city has engaged a very experienced 
consultant for that purpose and that the City of Wanneroo is funding the preparation of that plan by the 
consultant.  As the minister would be well aware, a local emergency management advisory committee is a 
regional group of representatives from multiple agencies organised to address local emergency matters and to 
formulate emergency plans and upgrade them from time to time, as dictated by changing circumstances.  The 
obvious key players in any future Joondalup LEMAC would need to include the very well established and 
professional Wanneroo State Emergency Service, the local fire and emergency services office based in the 
Joondalup central business district, the Warwick, Hillarys and Joondalup police stations and, of course, the City 
of Joondalup itself. 

As I said, I understand the City of Wanneroo formed its own LEMAC several months ago and has met on six to 
seven occasions since that time.  I understand also that the preparation of its emergency plan is well under way.  
The City of Joondalup was to have hosted a meeting in July this year involving all prospective participants in 
any future LEMAC.  However, it appears that representatives from the Wanneroo SES were not invited to attend 
this meeting.  I am sure the minister would also be aware of the obvious merits of establishing a LEMAC and an 
emergency plan in the City of Joondalup, particularly given the Joondalup region’s coastline, its extensive road 
and rail networks and its highly urbanised land area.  It is fair to say that, in view of these and other factors, the 
potential for emergencies in the Joondalup area is arguably much greater than in the new City of Wanneroo. 

As with the new City of Wanneroo, perhaps the City of Joondalup will agree to drive, coordinate, steer, etc the 
establishment of a LEMAC and an emergency management plan for the people of Joondalup.  When formed, a 
Joondalup LEMAC could arrange and coordinate joint training exercises with the other LEMAC participants in 
the Joondalup region to ensure that our local police, fire and emergency services personnel, the Wanneroo SES 
unit and our local government authority are properly funded, prepared and trained to adequately deal with future 
public emergencies in the Joondalup region. 

These joint training exercises are absolutely crucial to test and review emergency management plans, including 
the need to identify and eliminate logistical and other problems that may occur in the event of an actual 
emergency; the need to determine the respective roles and responsibilities for the myriad hypothetical scenarios 
that can arise involving major emergencies; the need to record and allocate relevant resources available to 
LEMAC participants; and the need to effect an interface and communications structure between the services.  It 
may appear that the likelihood of a major emergency in Joondalup is somewhat remote.  However, it is fair to 
say that some of the possible emergencies that could arise in the region include major fire and explosion 
emergencies, major transport accidents, hazardous material incidents, search and rescue operations on land, civil 
disturbances and perhaps even public health incidents.  I understand the City of Wanneroo has gone one step 
further and has agreed to establish its own LEMAC emergency coordination centre in the new council buildings.  
In view of the key role of the City of Joondalup to act as a local community leader, the City of Wanneroo’s 
leading role in its region, and police statements 3, 4 and 7 dealing with the Police Service’s emergency 
management plans, I ask the minister to assist me in ensuring that the City of Joondalup becomes actively 
involved in steering and driving a Joondalup LEMAC and emergency management plan.  I also seek the 
minister’s assistance to ensure that this group is properly funded and that regular joint training exercises are held 
in Joondalup for the groups involved in the committee, particularly the local police.  I also seek the minister’s 
assistance in ensuring that an emergency coordination centre is established in the Joondalup policing district.  It 
may well be that such an office could be established within complex housing the Joondalup police district office, 
which is located in Reid Promenade, Joondalup. 

I do not wish to sound alarmist, but I am mindful of the old scouting maxim of the need to be prepared.  It seems 
that, at the moment, the Joondalup region is not prepared to deal with the major emergencies that can arise from 
time to time.  I am well aware that many members of the Wanneroo State Emergency Service are also concerned 
about this.  They have conducted training exercises over the past year or two, but they are somewhat frustrated in 
that it seems that all the agencies in the area that should be involved in these exercises do not appear to be 
interested in participating in them.  Once again, I mention that the City of Joondalup, the local government 
authority in the area, should be one of the key players and should provide funding to ensure that a committee is 
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formed, that a plan is established and reviewed from time to time and that there are regular, ongoing joint 
training exercises. 

The City of Joondalup provides a considerable amount of funding each year to the local Wanneroo SES, and I 
am certainly not criticising the city in that regard.  The Wanneroo SES is very grateful for that funding.  
However, although money is good, a committee must be in place, and we must have an effective plan to cater for 
any future major emergencies.  Will the minister please advise whether he can assist in allaying the concerns of 
the people of the Joondalup region? 

MR PRINCE (Albany - Minister for Police) [9.52 am]:  I respond to the issues raised by the member for 
Joondalup.  I agree with him entirely that the development, the practice and the rehearsal of emergency plans in 
all local authority areas is essential and necessary.  I am reminded very forcefully that some months ago when I 
launched a publicity campaign about staying storm safe this winter, I did so in Fremantle in front of a large block 
of flats which last year, had most of its roof lifted off and had some fairly serious damage done to the top storeys 
because a storm came through that locality.  It is a block of flats of about seven or eight floors.  I pointed to that 
and said that it could happen anywhere.  A few weeks later it happened again to the same block of flats.  In other 
words, those sorts of things can happen even in the best-regulated places and with the best building codes.  
Despite everything that people think will keep them safe, emergencies of that nature can be caused by weather, 
over which we have no control.  Other emergencies can occur even in the best-regulated societies, such as 
hazardous chemical spills and rollovers of trucks that carry chemicals, fuels, etc.  These things happen, even with 
the best organisation.  It is necessary and essential that an emergency management plan be in place and that it be 
rehearsed, practised and updated and changed as the days go by. 

The Joondalup district emergency management advisory committee - that is at the district level - was formed to 
cover both the City of Joondalup and the City of Wanneroo, which has, at the local emergency management 
level, a local emergency management advisory committee.  Therefore, there is LEMAC and DEMAC and, as it 
happens, a state committee called the state emergency management advisory committee. 

On 26 June this year, representatives from the Fire and Emergency Services Authority, emergency management 
services division, met with representatives from the City of Joondalup - Mr Chris Hall, the director of 
community services, and John Sharp, executive officer - to discuss the concerns and issues those gentleman had 
about the involvement of the City of Joondalup in the emergency management committee.  It was agreed that the 
police, in their capacity of emergency coordinators, would continue to chair the local emergency management 
advisory committee, and the City of Joondalup would support the emergency management activities within its 
local authority area.  That is consistent with many local government authorities throughout Western Australia.  
Indeed, the preferred model is for the local emergency management advisory committee to be chaired by the 
town or city mayor or shire president, as the case may be.  The deputy chair and the executive officer should be 
nominees of local government, and their role is to assist the local emergency coordinator, who is the officer in 
charge of the local police subdistrict.  The local emergency management advisory committee has a number of 
functions.  I will provide details of those to the member later.  That is what it is all about, and it is good to see the 
City of Joondalup coming on board in that way. 

On 5 July this year, the inaugural meeting of the Joondalup district emergency management advisory committee 
was held.  That meeting was attended by senior officers from the police, the Fire and Emergency Services 
Authority - that included people from the State Emergency Service, the Fire and Rescue Service and the Bush 
Fire Service - the City of Joondalup, the City of Wanneroo, St John Ambulance, Family and Children's Services, 
the Department of Transport and the Education Department, all of whom often have a critical role to play in any 
emergency.  The SES regional director is Mr Keith Harraway.  He outlined the roles and functions of the district 
emergency management advisory committee. 

On 24 August, only a few weeks ago, the second Joondalup district meeting was held.  It discussed the draft 
local emergency management strategic DEMAC plans that are in the process of being developed.  The 
composition of committee representatives is yet to be finalised.  That is an important matter.  The composition of 
the committee is not yet set in stone, nor should it be.  The city is very supportive of emergency management 
activities - at least, that is the report that I have been given - both at the local and district levels, and it is assisting 
in the preparation of the emergency strategic plan.  The next meeting of the Joondalup district emergency 
management advisory committee is scheduled for 24 October this year.  FESA, in conjunction with the police, 
will continue to liaise with all the local governments involved to ensure that at a local and district level plans are 
developed and tested. 

There has apparently been some confusion surrounding the role of the Wanneroo State Emergency Service unit, 
which covers both the City of Wanneroo and the City of Joondalup.  Perhaps it would be appropriate for 
Joondalup to have an SES unit.  If it is to have such a unit, the City of Joondalup should set that in motion, 
because most SES units are connected to their local authority.  In fact, local authorities should fund them - in 
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some cases, far better than they do.  At the moment, the Wanneroo SES unit, which is a very good unit, covers 
both local authority areas.  That unit is expected to have a representative on both of the local emergency 
management advisory committees - that is, of both the Joondalup and Wanneroo committees.  In addition, the 
SES metropolitan north regional officer is on the district emergency management advisory committee.  One 
would expect the SES unit to be at the local level and someone from north metropolitan to be at the district level.  
As I said, that is being worked out at present, and that is what I expect to see. 

Certainly, there is no want of encouragement from me, or anybody else for that matter, for these things to 
happen.  It is a little unfortunate that this is happening late, in a sense, granted that the population has exploded 
in that area in recent years.  It is a bit surprising that we have not seen these developments until now.  I 
appreciate that the two local authorities are relatively recent creations.  I agree with everything the member said.  
This is an important matter.  One can never necessarily anticipate an emergency caused by weather, or other 
emergencies that perhaps are referable to human activity.  These emergency organisations and plans should be in 
place, and the plans should be practised and rehearsed. 

The SPEAKER:  Grievances noted. 
 


